First Christian Church
Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, March 28, 2024

Welcome to our Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service.
Tonight, we gather to reflect on the profound love and sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ as we journey through the events leading up to His crucifixion.
Let us enter into this time of remembrance with hearts open to the transforming
power of His grace.

Please signh and pass the attendance pads located at the end of your pew. If you are a visitor with us today,
welcome! Please leave your contact information so that we can extend a fuller welcome!

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Dr. James R. Brooks

Candles of Grace

A Lenten Cantata featuring familiar spirituals and scriptures
by Joseph M. Martin

PRELUDE Prelude ( The Shadows Fall) Mr. Matthew D. Albright

CALL TO WORSHIP Dr. Brooks

Leader: As we gather on this solemn evening, Let us quiet our hearts and minds To en-
ter into the sacred space of remembrance.

All: We come together in the shadow of the cross, To reflect on the love
poured out for us, And the sacrifice that brings us redemption.

Leader: Let us turn our eyes to Jesus, The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world, And let His grace and mercy fill our hearts.

All: May our worship be a fragrant offering, As we lift our voices in praise
and adoration, To the One who gave His all for us.

Leader: Let us worship in spirit and truth, As we journey through the shadows of this
night, And draw near to the cross of our Savior.



*GATHERING HYMN

An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare

Mr. Albright
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An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare; Chalice Hymnal, #385; Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1973; Music: English folk melody;
harm. John Weaver, 1988; Words Copyright © 1974 Hope Publishing Company; harm. Copyright © 1990 John Weaver; O WALY WALY LM



INVOCATION PRAYER Elder Ted Munson
Let us pray together...

Gracious and loving God, As we gather in this sacred space, We humbly
come before You, acknowledging your presence among us. On this Maundy
Thursday evening, we pause to remember the events that led to the ulti-
mate sacrifice of your Son. Grant us, O Lord, hearts of gratitude for the love
demonstrated on the cross and minds attentive to the lessons of humility
and service. May your Spirit move within us, guiding our thoughts, words,
and actions, So that our worship tonight may be pleasing in your sight. In
the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who taught us to pray by sing-

ing...



Mr. Albright

*LORDS PRAYER The Lord’s Prayer
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The Lord’s Prayer: Chalice Hymnal #307; Words: Matthew 6:9 - 13 (KJV); Music: Albert Hay Malotte, 1935; arr. Donald P. Hustad, 1984
Music Copyright © 1935 (renewed) G. Schirmer, Inc.; MALOTTE Irr.



The congregation may respond with silent contemplation after each candle is extinguished.

READING 1 Mrs. Robin Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM Bring Me to the Cross Chancel Choir
by Douglas Nolan / Brad Nix
READING 2 Mrs. Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM The Garden Call Chancel Choir
by Joseph Martin / Brad Nix
READING 3 Mrs. Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM Man of Sorrows, What a Name Chancel Choir

by Phillip P. Bliss / D. Hannibal; arr. Brad Nix

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Dr. Brooks

On this day, we remember Jesus' last supper with his disciples, where he broke bread
and shared the cup, calling us to "do this in remembrance of me." As we partake in

the bread and the cup, we are reminded of Jesus' sacrifice and the love he showed
for us.



*COMMUNION HYMN In Remembrance of Me Mr. Albright
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In Remembrance of Me: Chalice Hymnal, #403; Words: Ragan Courtney, 1972; Music: Buryl Red, 1972; arr. Robert F. Douglas;
Copyright © 1972 Broadman Press; assigned to Van Ness Press, Inc.; RED, Irr.



PRAYER FOR THE ELEMENTS Elder Munson
WORDS OF INSTITUTION Dr. Brooks

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS

Individually packaged communion elements are provided for your safety and conven-
ience. To open, gently bend the tab down to separate the clear film and peel it back
to expose the wafer. Carefully pull the remaining foil tab to open the juice cup. You
may partake of the elements at the same time as the minister.

READING 4 Mrs. Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM Jesus Lover of My Soul Chancel Choir
by Fanny Crosby / W. Doane / arr. Joseph M. Martin
READING 5 Mrs. Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM Near the Cross of Jesus Chancel Choir
by Fanny Crosby / W. Doane / arr. Joseph M. Martin
READING 6 Mrs. Byers
CHOIR ANTHEM Scenes from a Solemn Cross Chancel Choir

by Douglas Nolan / J. P. Williams / arr. Jospeh M. Martin

BENEDICTION

Let the Cross of Christ go before us as we leave this place. May the deep remember-
ing of our moments here, guide every thought and action as we prepare for Life's
new beginning. May our fragile hearts find comfort. May our wounded alleluias find
healing. May our longing Spirits know the power of forgiveness. May our brokenness
become beautiful in the light of heaven's grace. And may God's goodness and mercy
surround us until we gather again, created by the light of the risen Christ. Amen.

POSTLUDE Epilogue (The Shadows Fall) Mr. Albright

The congregation leaves in silence as the music continues until all have departed.
As we depart in silence, let us carry the depth of Christ's love and the weight of His sacrifice in our hearts.
May we walk in His footsteps, bearing witness to His grace in the world.
Thank you for joining us in this sacred time of remembrance.

*Please rise whether in body or spirit.
**Please remain seated until the Minister processes’ out of the Sanctuary, thank you.

Kindly remember to take your empty communion cups with you and deposit
them in the trashcan provided as you leave the Sanctuary.



Those participating in our Service Tonight:
The Rev. Dr. James R. Brooks, Senior Minister
Mr. Matthew D. Albright, Director of Music Ministry
Mr. Ted Munson, Elder

Mr. Joe Bender, Security

Rev. Wayne and Norma Jean Warren, Greeters
Ms. Diann Smith, Camera

Members of the Chancel Choir:
Angela Akamine, Elena Althouse, Reed Althouse, Larry Black, Neil Bohner, Robin Byers,
Leon Catlett, Missy Cline, Mary Elkind, TJ Farren, Sue Gerberich, Debby Harris, Judy Koch,

Barry McNew, Theresa Miller, Cal Scholl, Randy Sprecher, Tajah Sprecher, David Styer,
Naomi Styer, and Roy Widder



Good Friday Prayer

Lord God, Jesus cried out to you on the cross, "Why have you forsaken me?”
You seemed so far from his cry and from his distress. Those who stood at the
foot of the cross wondered where you were, as they saw Jesus mocked and
shamed and killed. Where were you then? Lord God, we, too, ask where you
are, when there is trouble and suffering and death, and we cry out to you for
help. Be near to us, and save us so that we may praise you for your deliver-
ance. Lord God, we wait, on Friday, for the resurrection of Sunday and some-
times our lives seem a succession of Fridays and we cannot see what is “Good.”
Teach us to call your name as Jesus did. Make us to trust in you like little chil-
dren. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

— Rachel Marie Stone
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Please join us for our Easter Seniee,
Sunday, March 31 ot 10:00 OM

Easter Prayer

Draw us forth, God of all creation. Draw us forward and away from limited cer-
tainty into the immense world of your love. Give us the capacity to even for a
moment taste the richness of the feast you give us. Give us the peace to live

with uncertainty, with questions, with doubts. Help us to experience the resur-

rection anew with open wonder and an increasing ability to see you in the peo-
ple of Easter. Amen.
— Author Unknown

Worship Services are In-Person and Live Online (FaceBook and YouTube) at 10:00 AM

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1345 Potomac Avenue
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742

www.fcchagerstown.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fcchagerstown/



